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Join the movement at www.ready.gov/prepare

America’s PrepareAthon! is a community-based campaign that is bringing together millions of people to practice
the simple steps that will help them get and stay prepared for disasters. Follow America’s PrepareAthon!
on Twitter @PrepareAthon using #PrepareAthon.

AMERICA’S :
Prepare/ithon!



2

Every September, we have a chance to make a major
push in our communities and with our stakeholders to
urge them to take steps to prepare for everyday emergen-
cies and the catastrophic events that can disrupt our en-
tire state.

This year, the National Preparedness Month theme is:
Be Disaster Aware. Take Action to Prepare

To help you in your efforts, Utah Division of Emergency
Management has posted the National Preparedness
Month toolkit on our website:  http://dem.utah.gov

The toolkit includes images, sample tweets, Facebook
posts, links to videos and more that can help you in your
messaging to the community. Remember that Be Ready
Utah, through its social media channels, will also be shar-
ing preparedness messages throughout the month.

This summer, we saw how emergencies can become all
too real as flooding descended upon the communities of
Carbon County.

The storm on Aug. 4 caused flooding throughout Carbon
County and prompted the county and the Utah Division of
Emergency Management to request a damage assessment
from FEMA and the U.S. Small Business Administration.

FEMA, DEM and Carbon County, including Helper and
Price cities, conducted a joint assessment of the damage
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on Aug. 13-15 to see if any damage to public or private
property was eligible for r
Public Assistance or Individual Assistance programs.

The assessments revealed that actual damages to public
infrastructure were far below a level where the state
would request FEMA assistance, but we received word
this week that SBA assistance is available to affected res-
idents and businesses in the form of low-interest loans.

The SBA acts under its own authority to make disaster dec-
larations. In this case, the declaration makes SBA assistance
available in Carbon County and the neighboring counties of
Duchesne, Emery, Sanpete, Uintah and Utah

The news release from the SBA is posted at Emergencyln-
foUtah.com .

Even more recently, Daggett and Uintah counties have
experienced flooding following torrential rains. Their
emergency managers are in the process of assessing dam-
age in their counties.

As always, our agency stands ready to support your
communities whenever needed.

Thank you for your service,

Kris J. Hamlet

Director
Utah Division of Emergency Management
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The Fall City & County Directors?d
ber 9, 2014, in conjunction with the Training & Exercise Planning

Workshop on October 8, 2014, in Salt Lake City. Register on U -Train!

Increase Your Reach in National Preparedness Month

In emergency management, we are making great strides in the area of preparedness.
Nonetheless, everyone agrees there is so much more to do. As we kick off National Prepar-
edness Month in September, there are many opportunities to increase preparedness out-
reach efforts and provide your citizens with critical, potentially lifesaving information.

Here are a few ways to help people become better prepared. Congratulations to you who
are using some of these already.

First, come to the Utah Prepare Conference and Expo. Be Ready
Utah and Utah State University Extension partner to conduct the 4 UTAH PREPARE
second annual event. The Expo will be held Saturday, September
27, 2014, at the South Towne Expo Center. The event will feature
great speakers, informative classes, and display and vendor booths.
Please help spread the word to your residents to attend this great preparedness expo. More information can
be found at www.UtahPrepare.com .

@ ™ CONFERENCE & EXPO

Second is the old, reliable: a preparedness, health or safety fair. Organize a fair in your community where
people can come to visit with response agencies, preparedness experts and vendors. The Division of Emer-
gency Management (DEM) supports many requests to staff Be Ready Utah booths at fairs all along the Wa-
satch Front. As a reminder, Be Ready Utah provided county emergency managers with a box containing all
you might need to set up a booth. We encourage you to use your staff, Citizen Corps members, or other local
volunteers to staff a Be Ready Utah booth in your community. If you do, please contact DEM and we can
report your success.

Third, the fastest growing outreach method is social
cebook, Twitter and other outlets, then start posting preparedness messages and inviting friends, likes, or
followers. It takes time to build an audience, but if you consistently provide valuable information, they will
come. Our DEM Public Information Officer, Joe Dougherty, is a great social media resource and can help
you begin. Follow @BeReadyUtah on Twitter and like our Facebook page.

Fourth, keep your websites updated and your web addresses publicized. Also, make sure that you are
linked to www.BeReadyUtah.gov. This website is a resource for general emergency preparedness infor-
mation. Please take a moment to look it over and notice the preparedness materials available for download.
The site has information for Be Ready Families, Be Ready Schools, Be Ready Business and Be Ready Com-
munities.

AMERICA’S Finally, plan one activity for your community
PrepareA-thon!"that you can register wi
BESMART.TAKEPART.PREPARE. t h o n | | FEMAO s Nati onal -Di
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annual event (April and September) is intended to
increase emergency preparedness and resilience through hazard -specific
drills, group discussions and exercises conducted all across the country. You Z S N ~ o
aroup | y SN %
can find out more and register your event at ready.gov/prepare.

AMEHICA'?” ¢
Good luck in all of your preparedness outreach efforts. P repare; wthon!

for Flood Safety
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Looking for Emergency Management Resources to support your

local program? Check out our resource page at: Resources

Be Informed - Be Prepared

Know Important Information to Stay Safe

Learn the types of disasters or emergencies that may
likely occur in your area. These events can range
from those affecting only you and your family, like a
home fire or medical emergency, to those affecting
your entire community, like an earthquake or flood.
Identify how local authorities will notify you during a
disaster and how you will get information, whether
through local radio, TV or NOAA Weather Radio sta-
tions or channels.

Know the difference between different weather alerts
such as watches and warnings and what actions to
take in each.

Know what actions to take to protect yourself during
disasters that may occur in areas where you travel or
have moved recently. For example, if you travel to a
place where earthquakes are common and you are
not familiar with them, make sure you know what to
do to protect yourself should one occur.

When a major disaster occurs, your community can
change in an instant. Loved ones may be hurt and
emergency response is likely to be delayed. Make
sure that at least one member of your household is
trained in first aid and CPR and knows how to use
an automated external defibrillator (AED). This
training is useful in many emergency situations.

Share what you have learned with your family and
neighbors and encourage them to be informed.

Division of Emergency Management | 1110 State Office Building, Salt Lake City, UT 84114

Have an Emergency Contact Cards for All
Household Members

9 Print one card for each family member.

1 Write the contact information for each household
member including work, school and cell phone
numbers.

7 Fold the card so it fits in your pocket, wallet or
purse.

9 Carry the card with you so it is available in the

event of a disaster or other emergency.

You can download an emergency contact card tem-

plate here.

Denep
MICKEYEERIENDS,

Disaster Preparedness
Activity Book

The American Red Cross and Disney Help
Kids Prepare with Mickey & Friends

The American Red Cross has teamed up with Disney
to create an online Disaster Preparedness Activity
Book for kids. Kids can go through the book online or
parents can print the booklet to use at home. This is
a great tool to get kids involved and to help them be-
come better prepared. If you are interested in the
booklet, please visit the Disney Disaster Prepared-
ness Activity Book .

- 801.538.3400 | www.dem.utah.gov
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Preparedness Tip: Stash away $10.00 each month in your
preparedness kit. In most cases, credit card machines will

not be in service after a disaster!

What s 1 n Your Weather? Are
By Kevin Barjenbruch, NOAA

or mReady

Over the past couple of years, | have had the opportunity to present to mul- MATIGHAL WEATHER ““"'*J

tiple communities about the importance of the StormReady program. Today, we have sixteen StormReady
communities in Utah. To find out who is StormReady in Utah, go to this link .

NOAAODs WeReadyhNation is about building community resilience in the face of increasing vulnerability

to extreme weather and water events. Some 90% of all presidentially declared disasters are weather related,

|l eading to around 500 deaths per year and nearly $14 b
not a question of if we'll be dealing with hazardous weather, but when! Within the past month in Utah, we

have seen wildfires threaten structures, damaging thunderstorm wind events, flash floods in numerous com-

munities, national parks and monuments, and devastating debris flows off of burn scars. Our admirable goal

is a Weather -Ready Nation where society is prepared for and responds appropriately to weather  -dependent

events. A key component of this is ensuring that community leaders make informed decisions, and that is

where the StormReady program comes into play.

StormReady encourages communities to take a proactive approach to improving local hazardous weather oper-
ations and public awareness. Of course, the desired result would be the protection of lives and livelihoods.

To be recognized as StormReady, a community must: 1) establish an effective communications system, com-
plete with a 24 -hour warning point and emergency operations center; 2) have multiple ways to receive severe
weather forecasts and warnings; 3) create a network for monitoring local weather and water events; 4) have
multiple ways to dissemination weather and weather  -related information; 5) engage in community prepared-
ness efforts, including the promotion of public readiness and response through community seminars; and 6)
develop a formal hazardous weather plan, which includes training severe weather spotters and holding emer-
gency exercises.

To get started, visit the How to Become StormReady page at  http://www.stormready.noaa.gov/howto.htm , or
give me a call at 801 -524-5113. | am thrilled that several communities, including Dugway Proving Ground,

l ron County, Park City, and Summit County are current.
to the list.
FloodSmart Contact
http://www.floodsmart.gov Brian Mclnerney - brian.mcinerney@noaa.gov
Advanced Hydrologic Prediction Service Senior Service Hydrologist, Weather Forecast Office
http://water.weather.gov Salt Lake City, UT
Weather Forecast Office Salt Lake City YouTube channel (Send an e-mail to Brian if you would like to be added to the
http://www.youtube.com/NWSSaltLakeCity Weather Forecast Office YouTube weather and water briefing
Weather Forecast Office Salt Lake City, Twitter handle

distribution list.)
@NWSSaltLakeCity

Flash Flood Potential Rating

. Kevin Barjenbruch - kevin.barjenbruch@noaa.gov
http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/river

Weather Forecast Office Service Salt Lake City, UT Warning Coordination Meteorologist
er Service, Weather Forecast Office in Salt Lake City, UT.

http://weather.gov/saltlakecity

Weather Forecast Office Grand Junction, CO Requests for weather support always welcome!

http://weather.gov/gjt
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Does your community have a CERT program established?

Check with your local emergency manager and become in-
volved!

NFIP Community Rating System

By John Crofts, Utah Floodplain Manager

The National Flood Insurance Program's (NFIP's)
Community Rating System (CRS) is a voluntary in-
centive program that recognizes communities for im-
plementing floodplain management practices that
exceed the Federal minimum requirements of the
NFIP to provide protection from flooding. Many Utah
NFIP communities already exceed Federal minimum
requirements.

A community's proactive efforts to reduce flood risk

will help meet the three goals of the CRS:

1. Reduce flood damage to insurable property

2. Strengthen and support the insurance aspects of
the NFIP

3. Encourage a comprehensive approach to flood-
plain management

More than 1,200 communities from all 50 states par-
ticipate in the CRS, 11 of those communities are in
Utah. FEMA Region VIII and the State of Utah en-
courage more Utah communities to join the CRS be-
cause of the many benefits to communities, residents
and business.

The CRS program provides communities with credits
for 19 floodplain management activities categorized
by public information, flood hazard mapping and reg-
ulations, flood damage reduction and flood warning
and response efforts.

Joining the CRS is free; however, completing CRS
activities and maintaining a CRS rating requires
community commitment that includes dedicated
staff. For example:

1 The community must designate a CRS Coordina-
tor to work with FEMA and the Insurance Ser-
vices Office (ISO) during a verification visit.

1 Each year, the community must recertify that it
is continuing to implement its activities and pro-
vide copies of relevant materials (e.g., permit rec-
ords).

1 The community must maintain FEMA Elevation
Certificates, permit records and all Flood Insur-
ance Rate Maps (FIRMs) for the duration of its
participation in the CRS.

1 The community must maintain records of its ac-
tivities to prepare for its CRS verification visit,

which, for most communities, occurs initially
when joining and then once every five years.
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National Flood Insurance Program

Community Rating System

A Local Official's Guide to

Saving Lives
Preventing Property Damage

Reducing the Cost of Flood Insurance

FEMA 573
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How does the CRS benefit communities?

Participating in the CRS enables communities to:

91 Lower flood insurance premiums so that more
money stays in the community;

1 Ensure residents are reminded every time they
pay their reduced flood insurance premium that
their community is working to protect them from
flood losses;

1 Enhance public safety;

1 Reduce damage to property and public infrastruc-
ture;

91 Avoid economic disruption and losses;

1 Protect the environment;

1 Create a better organized, more formal, institu-
tionalized floodplain management system;

1 Provide a method for evaluating the effectiveness
of its efforts against a nationally recognized
benchmark;

1 Provide access to free technical assistance for de-
signing and implementing some activities;

71 Build a knowledgeable constituency interested in
supporting and improving flood protection
measures through public information activities;
and

1 Instill community pride.

To join the CRS please contact John Crofts, Division
of Emergency Management at 801.538.3332.

"
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Interested in scheduling a free business continuity workshop

with our Be Ready Business program? Feel free to contact
our DEM office to coordinate one soon - 801.538.3400

Division of Emergency Management Tracking Emergency Action Plans for
Dams in Utah

Friendly Reminder é
Dam Emergency Action Plans (EAP) need to be shared with the State of Utah, Division of Emergency Man-

agement (DEM).

This year planner Samantha Falde is organizing and archiving the hard copies of the plans at the DEM of-
fice as well as any electronic versions on Google Drive.

As locals update these plans, they can be shared with the DEM Planning Section by mailing them to DEM
at 1110 State Office Building, Salt Lake City, UT 84114, attn: Planning Section. Electronic copies can be
sent to ESFO5planning@utah.gov .

In the past, some plans were shared with planning, some with liaisons, some with operations, etc.

Common update needed: The Division of Emergency Management has changed its name over the years. To
make your plan look fresh and updated, ensure your latest dam plan lists the correct name of the division.
The 24-hour phone number should remain the same: 801 -538-3400.
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