
PART 4:
CASE STUDIES
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INTRODUCTION

Timeline of a prevention event:

1.  A referral contacts your department
2.  You contact the family and set up a visit
3.  First visit with the family and youth
4.  Evaluation
5.  Follow up visit
6.  Referral
7.  Data collection / upload
8.  Evaluate your process, make any necessary 

changes
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INSTRUCTIONS:
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Read the report

Read through the Youth Interview form
- Tally up the FLAGS, (X)s, or (R)s.
- Eleven (11) or more = high risk
- Ten (10) or less = low risk

Read through the Parent Interview for any further information
- check for conflicting reports
- would a parent have any reason to not be truthful?

Any other important information?

Be prepared to share your analysis with the class.



INTERVENTIONS AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS
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Low risk of another fire incident:

• Household fire safety check
• Youth fire homework
• Firehouse visit
• Presentation at 

school/church/community center

• Follow up visits/check in
• Email/phone text with parents

High risk of another fire incident:

• Escalate to your supervisor
• Recommend therapists who specialize in 

fire play
• Involve law enforcement
• Involve Utah Burn Center at UofU

• Follow up visits
• Household fire safety check



CASE STUDY #1 - JOSH
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• Confidentiality of information.
• Release of liability.
• Release of information.

CASE STUDY #1 JOSH
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• Confidentiality of information.
• Release of liability.
• Release of information.

CASE STUDY #2 ZACHARY
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• Confidentiality of information.
• Release of liability.
• Release of information.

CASE STUDY #3 DALE
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WRAP UP
Intervention is about relationships. Build trust. Create friendships. 
Some people just need to know the community cares about them.

Take lots of notes.

Take a 2nd Fire Fighter.

Call me. 
- just to process it, chat about it, if schedule permits, I could be in on 
the 
interview with you

Leave your judgements at the door. Just help the kid not start more 
fires.
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Questions?



IN CONCLUSION

Andrew McCormick
– Public Education Specialist with Utah State Fire 

Marshal’s Office
– https://firemarshal.utah.gov/
– 801 256-2370
– amccormick@Utah.gov

Where to find more info:

Utah State Fire Marshal’s Office
• https://firemarshal.utah.gov/

National Fire Protection Association
• https://www.nfpa.org/

https://firemarshal.utah.gov/
mailto:amccormick@Utah.gov
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