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Board Chair Irene Hansen called the meeting to order and welcomed all board members and staff.  She appreciates DNR having such a nice room to meet in. 
Approval of Agenda

Chair Hansen reviewed the agenda and asked for approval.  Chair Hansen has asked Vice- Chair Jaren Davis to conduct the meeting today.  She mentioned this may be her last meeting, so she would like to participate and let Mr. Davis conduct the meeting .  She turned the meeting over to him.
MR. BOB MURRI MADE A MOTION THAT THE STATE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD APPROVE THE AGENDA AS PRESENTED, WITH THE CHANGE THAT MR. DAVIS CONDUCT THE MEETING. MR. DOUG THOMPSON SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Approval of Minutes

Vice-Chair Davis asked the board if they have had a chance to review the minutes from the February 4, 2015, board meeting.

MR. COREY CRAM MADE A MOTION THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MINUTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 4, 2015, MEETING. MR. JAREN DAIVS SAID THERE IS NO MOTION NEEDED TO APPROVE THE MINUTES, ONLY TO NOTE CORRECTIONS.  THE MINUTES STAND APPROVED.
Board Member Reports


Vice-Chair Davis asked the board members for their individual reports since the last meeting and also to share a few thoughts about Chair Hansen.

Ms. Kimberly Schappert asked why this may be Chair Hansen’s last meeting.  It was noted that Ms. Hansen’s term ends in July and we most likely won’t have a meeting before that.  Ms. Schappert said she appreciates the opportunity to get to know and spend time with Ms. Hansen at the meetings over the years.  She said Ms. Hansen is so enthusiastic about the parks and such an advocate.  She was very excited to be able to work with her when she was asked to be a member of this board.  She is going to miss seeing her at the meetings.  She hopes that whatever Ms. Hansen does after this, she enjoys it and is able to spend time with her family.  Ms. Schappert said she visited Goosenecks State Park.  They are going to make a new mountain bike trail there and she thinks that park is going to open up that whole part of San Juan County.  Goblin Valley’s mountain bike trail grand opening will be held on June 9, 2015.  She thinks this will add a lot of visitation to that park.  Dead Horse Point is a great place to hike and bike.  She said it has been a nice few months being able to visit those parks.  

Mr. Ryan Starks expressed his gratitude for Chair Hansen.  He gets to work with her in different capacities with tourism.  Ms. Hansen took him under her wing and mentored him as he became a member of the State Parks Board.  He understands why she is so passionate about the State Parks Board and the Division of State Parks.  He said she is a great example and leader.  He wanted to make a motion that her time be extended for two more terms.  He thanked her for all she does.  Mr. Starks talked about the quagga mussel issue at Deer Creek State Park.  State Park staff has done what they can do so it doesn’t get out of hand.   It has been a hot topic in the press lately.  He was asked to do an interview with Fox 13 News and said he kept referring to State Parks staff and his confidence in them.  He thinks they have the situation under control.  Mr. Starks works on another board for Mountainland Association of Governments Revolving Loan Fund Board.  They issue loan monies to small businesses and entrepeneurs.  They recently approved a significant loan to the person that is creating a huge zip line at Deer Creek State Park.  This will have seven lines over the water and would be the highest zip line over water in the world.  This individual is hoping to start the construction this summer.  He feels this will be a real draw to the park.  It will be located at Rainbow Bay.  He will give an update at the next meeting.  Mr. Starks has been able to work with the staff on the strategic plan over the last couple of months.  He has gotten to know a lot of the staff and says they are very great and committed people.
Mr. Kevin Christensen said the first thing he noticed about Chair Hansen is how much enthusiasm she has.  She does a great job.  He had a chance to visit Palisade State Park last weekend.  He said it was busy and the park looked great.  He has plans to visit several state parks in the next six weeks, taking two youth groups to Goblin Valley and Escalante.  He said they are great places to take youth groups.  He appreciates the new website and said the big pictures are great.  He suggested the park events be posted.  He said it has the wow factor that he mentioned was missing at the last meeting.  
Mr. Bob Murri said, “Irene, we love you.”  He has been a board member for just over a year and said she was very welcoming and inviting at his first meeting.  He said she is very professional and treats everybody with kindness, respect, and professionalism.  He loves her passion for state parks.  She is a great role model.  He said she has had a great impact on State Parks.  Mr. Murri took scouts to Rockport.  The group did a service project at that park, carrying out twenty-five large orange garbage bags full of garbage from around the reservoir.  He said it was a great experience.  He said they worked very hard for an hour and a half.  He also said the website is amazing.

Mr. Doug Thompson said, “Of all the people I know, Irene, you are certainly one of them.”  He said she is a wonderful person and has been an outstanding leader.  She gives everybody a chance to comment and makes them feel welcome.  She has a great wealth of knowledge and has shared a lot.  He said the parks are looking good.  He said the ice is off of Bear Lake.  He has two very good friends that are concessionaires around Bear Lake and they have begun to experience some traffic.  He said there has been a lot more biking—the Tour of Utah will begin and end in Logan.  He said there are still people out fishing at Hyrum.  He said there is a lot of activity at Willard Bay already.  

Mr. Corey Cram said it has been a pleasure working with Chair Hansen.  She is a very inviting and welcoming person.  He said she outshines everyone as a board member.  She has incredible talents and enthusiasm.  He appreciates her love for the state of Utah and her representation of State Parks.  She brings a fresh face, talent and personality to the board.  He has spent time at Gunlock.  It has been a tough water year in Southwestern Utah, so the water level there is extremely low.  It will be treated this fall to manage the fish due to the low water level.  The water conditions are a little bit better at Quail Creek and Sand Hollow.  Good things are happening at Quail Creek.  Sand Hollow continues to be a happening place.  The Ironman was held a couple of weeks ago and the conditions were better this year.  There is a new parkway being constructed that connects from I-15 and the last piece to connect will be a piece that connects into Hurricane City.  There will be a lot of new development in the Sand Hollow area.  He said Laura Melling does a great job managing Sand Hollow.  It is a challenge with all the high profile activities there because it displaces a lot of regulars.  There is a concessionaire that is becoming established there with rentals of recreation equipment.  Hurricane City and Washington County are looking at some land things that will impact the state park and will further enhance the recreation there.  He recently visited Frontier Homestead.  He said Todd Prince is doing a great job there.  They have a limited staff and not a lot in their budget and they all do a great job.  They have some great partnerships in the area, with the county and tourism, the university, and a lot of volunteers.  They have implemented some neat technology to help with information on their different sites.  They have QR codes that you can use with your smart phone or there is a phone number to call.  Mr. Cram is very impressed with the new website.  He said it’s nice that the local park managers can add information, photos, and update it themselves.  He is very impressed with the staff in all the parks.  He appreciates the updates they receive through email.  He hopes to participate in the event at Coral Pink Sand Dunes this summer.  His father is 75 years old and has a great history there and is hoping to participate in the dune buggy event. 

Mr. Davis said he is in awe of the remarks and reports from the board members.  He said the relationship he and Chair Hansen have is very meaningful to him.  He thinks people are put in position in times of need where their expertise can be used to benefit others.  They have gone through a lot of dramatic events through their years on the State Parks board.  If it wasn’t for her leadership and passion, he feels like things would have turned out differently.  He hopes Ms. Hansen realizes how many lives she has touched as the chair of the board.  He said his life is better because of her and loves her dearly.  He said as he sits back as a citizen and board member of the state, he sees some pretty intense situations that our park managers go through.    He wanted to acknowledge the dedication of our staff that assist people dealing with very difficult situations and events, beyond the recreation and fun.  He doesn’t know if people realize what our staff go through in events such as death.  He said that is the epitome of trauma.  He acknowledged Director Fred Hayes, Deputy Director Jeff Rasmussen, DNR Deputy Director Darin Bird, and the leadership of State Parks and thanked them for assisting such a great team that really makes our state parks exceptional.
Directors Report

Vice-Chair Davis asked Deputy Director Jeff Rasmussen to deliver his report.

Mr. Rasmussen introduced those that are present:  Ivan Djambov, our legislative analyst; Evan Curtis, Governor’s Office of Management and Budget; Brody Young, Assistant Boating Coordinator; Dave Harris, Northern Region Manager;  Darin Bird, DNR Deputy Director; and Wendy Wack, Board Secretary.
Mr. Rasmussen said it is hard to know where to start talking about Chair Hansen.  He said we couldn’t have a better cheerleader than Ms. Hansen.  He has seen her get up in very contentious meetings and situations and talk very positive about State Parks.  He appreciates the support we receive from her.  He appreciates how she always says thank you and means it.  We couldn’t have a better leader for the board.  He said this is not the end for us with Ms. Hansen; we will continue to work with her in Duchesne County.  We are planning a send-off celebration for Irene at Starvation State Park later this summer.  We are working out the details and will keep everybody updated.  He thanked her for her service.

Mr. Rasmussen said it was a great legislative session.  He said there was more funding towards State Parks than there has been in some time.  He reviewed the list of funding that State Parks received this year. This includes:  

 $260k for Kodachrome bridge (FY15 funding)


$500k for dredging GSL and Utah Lake Marinas – w/ $2.5 million match – FFSL


$5 million which includes $20k ongoing for DHP Campground

$100k for Bear Lake Marina design


$1 million for Jordanelle, Phase II renovation, BOR match

$200k one-time and $200k ongoing for TITP – Total $1 million now…
Building Board Funding:


Bear Lake State Park Marina Dock Replacement Phase II - $500,000 

Steinaker State Park Boat Ramp Restroom Replacement - $300,000

Rockport State Park Entrance Station/Office Replacement - $433,400

Snow Canyon State Park Main Campground Asphalt Repairs - $325,456

Bear Lake State Park Rendezvous Campground Restroom Replace - $300,000

Scofield State Park Madsen Bay Campground Restroom Replace - $349,000

Deer Creek State Park Maintenance Building Replacement - $325,000

Yuba State Park Oasis Campground Asphalt Repair - $410,915

Mr. Corey Cram asked about the new region office in Cedar City.  Within a month or two we should be able to move into that office.  The target date for completion is July 28, 2015.  

Mr. Jaren Davis asked about the dredging of the Great Salt Lake.  Mr. Rasmussen said there is a lot of work going on there.  The water is so low there that a lot of boat owners had to move their boats to the parking lot.  He said most of the boat owners are planning to stay.

Mr. Rasmussen reviewed the bills ran during the legislative session.  These bills include:

2015 Legislative Bills Watched and Passed
HB116   Rep Chew - Changed PFD requirements for racing schells.  Changed PFD wording from type I, II, III, IV to “wearable and throwable”.  It is now consistent with USCG requirements.
SB 89
  Sen Jenkins - $10 fee for all boat registrations for AIS

HB159
  Rep Sandall - Changed Implement of Husbandry rules to access leased property

SB258
  Sen Jenkins - Street Legal OHV’s – Increased max speed and changed tire size requirements

HB 324  Rep Dicaro - S+R card program – probably $25 - $30

HB259
  Rep Powell - Powers and Duties of State Parks – Added “Camping”

Rep Anderson:  Took cap off of motor fuel tax for OHV’s potentially increasing our take from $500- $900k.  OHV was originally capped at $1,050,000 regardless of collections.
Other Bills Watched and Failed:

Rep Eliason:
Little Sahara Sand Dunes, taking over management
Goblin Valley Expansion and taking over management of entire San Rafael Swell area.  We are still working on this with Emery County under the Bishop’s Lands Bill.
Rep Christensen - Pioneer Trails Bill – Extensive inventory and management requirements. – Now working with constituent to with Pioneer Trail headed from East Canyon SP.
Rep Thurston and Rep Perry – Possible changes to Daylight Savings Time.  This would affect us due to the fact that there would lose an hour of daylight time for visitors to our parks, which would cut into our revenue.

Mr. Davis asked about the privatization of state parks and if that issue came up this legislative session.  Mr. Rasmussen said that issue hasn’t come up lately.  He feels like we are doing a good job of covering our own costs.  Mr. Bird added the private partnerships and concessionaires have also helped.  Mr. Davis asked about the golf courses.  Mr. Bird said nothing came up this year.  
Ms. Schappert asked Mr. Rasmussen to review the OHV bill regarding husbandry.  He said there was a technicality in the current law, so there was a change made.  She was talking about the bill that increased the speed limit for OHVs in towns.  He doesn’t have the specific information, but it doesn’t affect our rules, it’s mainly in towns.

Mr. Davis said the way we are managing state parks is exceptional, but said Little Sahara may be another jewel, if managed properly.  Mr. Rasmussen thanked him, but said we don’t want to take on another responsibility that will cost more money and we don’t have the funding to operate.  It’s worth looking into in the future.
Mr. Rasmussen mentioned that the Friends of Utah State Parks started a grant program last year.  Our region managers all agreed to match that money.  He reviewed what the individual parks have done or are doing with that money.  There were nine grant awards of $500, totaling $4,500.  They include:
Anasazi State Park and Museum –Museum display of tools among the Anasazi

Camp Floyd State Park and Museum - Purchase M1842 Mississippi Rifle for events and demonstrations

Dead Horse Point State Park - Night Sky Telescope for evening programs

East Canyon State Park – Campground Tree Planting project

Fremont Indian State Park – Visitor Center Entryway Remodeling project

Frontier Homestead State Park and Museum - Annual Christmas Market funding

Great Salt Lake State Park - Self-guided walking tours of Great Salt Lake project

Palisade State Park   OHV Information Kiosk project

Deer Creek State Park – Wildflowers for Heavenly Honey project

Mr. Rasmussen said the website is leaps and bounds above what we’ve had in the past.  There are some bugs to work out, but it will be awesome.  If you have any comments to change or improve it, please let us know.  He said our Communications and Media  Coordinator Eugene Swalberg and DNR’s Nathan have been doing a lot of really good work with the media for our parks.  He said there was a great story on Goosenecks on KSL and encouraged the board members to watch it.  There are a lot of good stories coming up also, not just on KSL.  They will be doing a story every Friday.  
Financially, revenue has gone up, but so do expenses, which is of concern to us.  He talked about incentive awards.  More than half of our parks qualified for these awards.  They had a better bottom line than in the previous year.  Each park that qualified was given $500 per full-time employee at the individual park and the managers were able to divide that money among the staff how they felt it should be.  This should get our managers and employees focused on the bottom line of expense and revenue.  Dead Horse Point’s revenue outpaces their expenses by three times now.  They are likely to break the $1 million revenue mark this fiscal year.  All parks are doing a great job in improving their financial position.  Mr. Davis asked what authority the board has to reward Director Fred Hayes financially.  He is top of the food chain and has been very diligent in suggesting opportunities for employees.  He is completely dedicated.  He said Mr. Hayes is an amazing person that is taking us places we would never be.  Deputy Director Darin Bird said it is up to Mike Styler and himself to reward Mr. Hayes.  Mr. Bird said we don’t need a specific motion, it is so noted.
Mr. Corey cram made a motion to PROVIDE A FINANCIAL REWARD FOR DIRECTor Hayes.  Mr. bob murri asked if there was already a system in place.  WE DO HAVE A SYSTEM IN PLACE.   Mr. Doug Thompson seconded the motion.  The motion carries unanimously.

Mr. Rasmussen talked about the quagga mussel issue at Deer Creek.  Staff there have been extremely busy with this issue and cleaning boats.  The manager and assistant manager were both at the gate cleaning boats last Saturday when Mr. Rasmussen was there.  They are doing an awesome job and are taking this very seriously.  The one cool thing that recently happened is that they will be doing extensive water sampling at Deer Creek for the next three years.  We just received the first water sampling back and it was clean.

We just had two rangers graduate from POST.  They are assigned to Sand Hollow and Huntington State Parks.  We are in the process of hiring three new rangers for Hyrum, Coral Pink, and Starvation.  We are in the busy season now, so we will send these three to the academy after the busy summer season is over.  They will be non-law enforcement during the summer working in the parks.  We just filled a curator position at Edge of the Cedars, with a local guy from Bluff with 25 years of experience.  He plans to do events and programs at that park to attract more visitors.  We are moving one of our shop mechanics from the Salt Lake shop to Southern Utah.  He will be working out of Sand Hollow, which will create a cost savings.  The mechanic is Mike Woodall.  Eventually he will work out of Cedar City.

Mr. Rasmussen discussed the new offerings at the parks.  They include:

Deer Creek - bees – “Deer Creek State Park Heavenly Honey”

Willard Bay - Fire On The Bay in August

Fremont - New OHV led tour by our curator of the park area in Clear Creek Canyon discussing local history

Kodachrome - 11 new campsites slated to open this month.  Ribbon-cutting Friday May 15th.

Palisade - White walled tents.  (Starting with 2)

Territorial - New large group use pavilion and restroom for history events and activities and large groups

Goosenecks - Tim is working with local BLM office on possible management agreement between SP and BLM to take on additional land to accommodate a new campground, hiking trails and mountain bike trail

Goblin Valley - New mountain bike trail opened April 19th that’s 8 miles long.  Thanks due to Kim on this project.  Media even slated for June 9th with a visit from Lt Gov Cox and local officials

Scofield / Millsite - New 5th wheel trailer offered by local dealership for rent.  Also OHV rentals at Millsite with same dealer.

Camp Floyd anticipating receiving a grant to pay for a 90’ tall flag pole that will fly a 40’ American flag (same size as Macey’s in Spanish Fork).  Working from the original dimensions of the flag pole during the Camp Floyd era.

Mr. Rasmussen wanted to mention that Ms. Kimberly Schappert and Mr. Tom Guinney’s first terms end in July, along with Chair Hansen’s.  He appreciates their service.  If they’re interested in applying for another term, they need to reapply on the Governor’s website.

Mr. Davis asked Mr. Darin Bird to comment on Chair Hansen.  He said he met Ms. Hansen 22 years ago.  He said for people to remember their first impression of her because it will never change.  She is a wonderful person.  We have been successful two times to get a board member a third term and Ms. Hansen is one of them.  We have been through a lot over the last twelve years with her as chair and we appreciate her.  He feels like we have one of the strongest Parks Boards right now as we have ever had.
Off-Highway Vehicle Advisory Council Appointment


Mr. Jeff Rasmussen is covering for Mr. Chris Haller.  He explained that the Four Wheel Drive Representative is vacant on the OHV Advisory Council.  It is recommended that the Board appoint Mr. Ron Tolman to serve as the Four Wheel Drive Representative on the Off-Highway Vehicle Advisory Council.

MS. KIMBERLY SCHAPPERT MADE A MOTION THAT THE BOARD APPROVE MR. RON TOLMAN AS THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE REPRESENTATIVE ON THE OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLE ADVISORY COUNCIL. MR. KEVIN CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Boating Rule Amendment

Vice-Chair Davis asked Mr. Ty Hunter and Brody Young to present the boating rule amendment.  Mr. Brody Young has done most of the work on this rule, so Mr. Hunter asked him to make the presentation.  Mr. Young thanked Chair Hansen for everything she has done and said she will be missed.  Mr. Young reviewed the Carrying Passengers for Hire rule and the changes that are being proposed.  The board members thanked Mr. Young for the work that has been put into this rule.  Mr. Corey Cram asked how these rules compare to other states.  Mr. Young said both Colorado and Idaho have guide licensing, such as we do.  He said Utah is further ahead as far as regulations.  Mr. Hunter said there are differences amongst the states with the testing portion.  He said we will still provide a list of acceptable first-aid courses.  With the river classification, that will grow so we will be asking the guides and outfitter communities where these places are so they can be added to the flatwater areas rule.  We have been asked to put together a map of the flatwater areas for our guides and outfitters.  
MR. BOB MURRI MADE A MOTION THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MODIFICATION OF R651-206, CARRYING PASSENGERS FOR HIRE AS PRESENTED.  MR. KEVIN CHRISTENSEN SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

R651-602-3 (Flight Park State Recreation Area) Rule Modification

Mr. Tony Santora, Northern Region Office, reviewed the modification proposed to this rule.  He asked the board members to approve the rule as presented.
MS. KIMBERLY SCHAPPERT MADE A MOTION THAT THE BOARD APPROVE THE MODIFICATION OF R651-602-3 AS PRESENTED.  MR. BOB MURRI SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

Utah State Parks Military/Veteran’s Benefit Program Update

Vice-Chair Davis asked Deputy Director Rasmussen to review the background of this proposal.  Mr. Rasmussen explained that about a year ago, we were advised by Utah Risk Management that our guidelines associated with our Disabled Veterans Pass and Special Fun Tag for people with significant disabilities were out of compliance with the current Americans with Disabilities Act.  We immediately discontinued those passes until we could investigate our options and determine how we could get into compliance.  During a previous board meeting, the State Parks Board was informed of this changed and Board Member Ryan Starks encouraged us to investigate ways to recognize veterans for their significant contributions to our country.  A committee was formed to review and come up with a proposal for a new Veterans Benefit program.  The committee consisted of Ms. Hollie Brown, Northern Region Manager Dave Harris (who happens to be a veteran), and Park Managers Jason Allen and Tracy See.  The team consulted with a representative from the Utah Department of Veteran Affairs (Cory Pearson) as they developed their proposal.  This team was given the task of looking for ways to recognize veterans for their contributions to our country and  keep in mind that the Legislature has directed our agency to operate like a private business focusing on sound business principles.  We need to collect enough revenue to cover our operational costs.  The team had to keep in mind that any discount or free use would create a revenue loss that would need to be made up by other visitors.  Revenue losses with this program could be significant (as an example, our Antelope Island park manager estimates a loss of approximately $100,000 in day use fees with this program because of his proximity to Hill Air Force Base).  This was not an easy task for the team but we believe they have come up with a great proposal.  Ms. Brown reviewed the committee’s proposal which has been given to each board member and included with the board packet.  
Mr. Davis asked if any board members had questions.  Ms. Kimberly Schappert asked if this would include all VA employees.  Ms. Brown said the discount would be for any active military, disabled veteran or veteran.  We have 22,000 disable veterans in Utah, according to Utah Department of Veterans and Military Affairs.  Ms. Schappert said the committee has done a lot of work on this proposal and feels like the board should support this proposal.  Mr. Corey Cram asked about the impact to the parks, including Antelope Island, that are in close proximity to Hill Air Force Base.  Mr. Rasmussen said he doesn’t have the numbers that would impact all parks, but that is a concern for State Parks.  He said he supports the military, but is concerned about how this would open it up to other groups out there  We have the mandate to operate our parks as a business and thinks we need to be careful of our decision.  Ms. Schappert asked what the other discounts we have and who the other groups may be that would request a discount.  We have a $35 senior pass and that’s the only other discounted pass we have.  Mr. Rasmussen said in the past we had a disabled veterans pass and a special fun tag with people that was given to people that had significant disabilities, and it outlined what those disabilities were.  We had to discontinue those passes because the way we were determining who qualified for those passes did not match up with ADA guidelines.  Due to the advice we received from Risk Management and legal counsel, we discontinued offering these passes.  There is no easy way to specifically designate certain people that qualify—either you offer that discount to everybody that claims a disability or don’t offer it at all.  This would have a significant impact on the Division.  Mr. Doug Thompson said $100,000 doesn’t seem like a lot when you talk about government products, but with our mandate to at least break even or do better, he asked where that money would come from.  Mr. Rasmussen said it would have to come from other uses, either through increased fees or other fees in the system.  We want to give a discount to those that deserve a benefit, but we also need to collect the money to run our parks.  Ms. Schappert asked if we could run it as a one-year pilot program.  Ms. Brown said there are staff members that are concerned that we run a pilot program and then turn around and discontinue it.  Ms. Hansen said in her full-time job they like to give incentives, such as free lodging and restaurant certificates.  They limit that expense by setting aside so many gift certificates each year.  She said this is a way they have to quantify and control the amount of discounts they give.  Mr. Bob Murri said he is all for a program that rewards our veterans, but feels it is difficult to tell a young family that they can’t go to a state park because they can’t afford it because we had to increase fees for other people so we can compensate for an incentive program.  He feels there is a win-win solution here that serves everyone to reward and provide an incentive and we would not have to increase fees that would make it difficult for young families to visit state parks.  We are trying to promote our parks and he doesn’t want the fees too high.  Mr. Cram said we would like to get people to the parks once to have a good experience and show them what we have to offer and they will probably come back.  He would recommend some way of creating an opportunity, but then have a mechanism in place to encourage them to come back.  Mr. Davis asked if the board members were ready to make a motion.  Mr. Murri said he doesn’t feel like we’re there yet and need more discussion.  He asked if there is a day use pass available for the parks.  Mr. Rasmussen said there is a complimentary day-use pass available that we use often.  Mr. Kevin Christensen asked how many of those passes we currently pass out.  Mr. Rasmussen said at this time we don’t track it right now, but probably 100-200 per year.  Mr. Murri asked if we have any sort of promotional day for special interest groups in the parks.  Mr. Rasmussen said there was one suggested in the committee’s proposal in celebration of the 70th anniversary.  He said there are other things we could hold promotional days for.  Mr. Cram said the Friends organizations and other partners that we could offer these opportunities to.  Mr. Rasmussen said there are volunteers and others that we work out deals with all the time, where they get free or discounted use of the facilities in trade for work they do at the parks.  Ms. Hansen asked if we were to choose to have ways to get these free one-time passes to veterans—could we do that?  She asked how we could do that.  Mr. Rasmussen said the opportunities to offer the passes are endless.  We could come up with a plan that would make distribution simple.  Mr. Darin Bird said the Veteran’s Affairs would be a good central point because they would have a listing of all veterans and the different veteran groups.  Mr. Cram suggested handing out a day-use pass to the veterans returning from service—as they come off the plane.  Mr. Murri feels we should have a specific day to honor veterans in the parks in a special way. He feels like we would get more out of this than anything else.  Mr. Davis said if our discussion is leading us toward something other than the proposed motion, we need to make a motion.
MR. COREY CRAM MADE A MOTION THAT WE UTILIZE A ONE-TIME DAY PASS FOR OUR VETERANS AND WE CAN DEVELOP OPPORTUNITIES FOR THAT, BUT WE USE THAT AS A MECHANISM TO START WITH AND MONITOR THAT FOR A YEAR.  MR. BOB MURRI WOULD LIKE TO BUILD IN A SPECIAL DAY FOR VETERANS IN OUR STATE PARKS.  MS. IRENE HANSEN SECONDED THAT MOTION WITH MR. MURRI’S RECOMMENDATION BECAUSE HER HUSBAND AND TWO BROTHERS ARE ALL DISABLED AND TWO OF THEM HAVE BECOME DISABLED BECAUSE OF THEIR MILITARY SERVICE, IT IS VERY DEAR TO HER HEART.  MR. CRAM CLARIFIED HIS MOTION TO READ:  WE UTILIZE A ONE-TIME DAY PASS MECHANISM FOR OUR VETERANS TO OUR STATE PARKS AND ALONG WITH THAT DESIGNATE A DAY AS A MILITARY AND VETERANS DAY.  MS. HANSEN SAID THAT IS EXACTLY AS SHE UNDERSTOOD IT.  MR. DAVIS ASKED FOR ANY DISCUSSION.  MR. DOUG THOMPSON ASKED IF THERE ARE ANY COMMENTS FROM ANYBODY WITH US.  MR. DAVE HARRIS COMMENTED THAT WE MAY HAVE OTHERS COME TO THE PARKS BECAUSE IT IS HALF-PRICE THAT WOULDN’T HAVE COME.  MR. DOUG THOMPSON FELT THIS IS A LOOSE DECLARATION, BUT FEELS LIKE IT NEEDS TO HAVE SOME PARAMETERS AND DETAILS.  HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN AMENDMENT THAT STAFF TO PREPARE A PLAN ON HOW THIS WILL BE IMPLEMENTED.  
MR. COREY CRAM  WITHDREW HIS MOTION AND MADE A NEW MOTION, WITH MS.  HANSEN’S VALIDATION.

MR. COREY CRAM MADE A SUBSTITUE MOTION THAT WE UTILIZE A PASS AND USE THAT FOR A MECHANISM TO RECOGNIZE OUR VETERANS AND OUR MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY IN UTAH AND WE DIRECT OUR STATE PARKS STAFF TO COME BACK WITH A PLAN FOR UTILIZATION OF THAT AT OUR NEXT BOARD MEETING.  IN ADDITION TO THAT, WE ALSO DESIGNATE A DAY IN THE YEAR AS A DAY IN OUR STATE PARKS TO RECOGNIZE OUR VETERANS AND OUR MEMBERS OF THE MILITARY.  MS. IRENE HANSEN SECONDED THE MOTION.
Mr. Kevin Christensen asked if this motion means that this program has to wait until our next board meeting to move forward.  Mr. Jeff Rasmussen said there is nothing that would preclude us from working down the road that we’ve talked about with distributing passes or having a day to recognize veterans.  We put on events at our parks all the time.  He thinks we could get moving on this and we’d want to move on it.

THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Ms. Brown was thanked for the work that the committee has done.  Mr. Murri said this has given us a lot of basis for thought.  The board always wants to make good decisions.  He’s excited to see how this program rolls out.  He feels like we will get more bang out of this.  Ms. Hansen said she is challenging every board member to buy an annual pass this year and give it to a veteran.  She said this is her favorite thing to buy and give to somebody.  Mr. Davis said as a board member and acting chair of this meeting, it feels good to have board members to come up with alternatives and have the staff ready to implement new programs.  

Upcoming Board Meeting
The next board meeting is scheduled for August 5 and 6, 2015.  It was mentioned that these dates are the same as the Rural Summit.  It was suggested that we send these dates out and see what the board members think.  Mr. Davis said we will find a couple dates and send an email out with dates and locations.  It was suggested that staff come up with suggestions for locations.  It was a suggestion that we tie the meeting in with Chair Hansen’s going-away party.
CHAIR IRENE HANSEN MADE A MOTION THAT THE STATE PARKS BOARD CONVENE INTO A CLOSED SESSION TO START THE NEXT BOARD MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING REAL ESTATE AND CONTRACT STRATEGY AND LITIGATION ISSUES, PURSUANT TO THE CONTRACT EXEMPTION AT UTAH CODE ANNOTATED 52-4-5 (1A).  MR. DOUG THOMPSON SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

MR. BOB MURRI MADE A MOTION THAT THE MEETING BE ADJOURNED.  MR. COREY CRAM SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.

