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Past, Present, and Future 

Changing community dynamics: 1985, 2005, and 2025



Where were you 20 years ago? 

What were the major 
policy questions?

Who did you vote for? 

What was your favorite movie? 

What was your commute like? 

What challenges 
did your city face?

What civic clubs did you join?

How much debt did you have?

Where did you live?
What decisions were 

your city officials 
making?

What was your income?  

What did you do for recreation? 

How much did you pay in taxes? 

How has your 
community changed?



South Mountain 
20 years ago 

1985

South Mountain 
today           
2005



Population and Demographics

1985
• Population 1.6 million

• 1% annual increase      
(21,000 people)

• -2,700 net migration      
(negative migration from 1984-90)

• 37,000 births

• 403,000 k-12 students

• 13 +65 year olds per 100 adult 
workers

• 75 years old life expectancy

2005
• Population 2.5 million

• 3% annual increase      
(78,000 people)

• +40,000 net migration    
(highest recording since 1943)

• 50,000 births

• 510,000 k-12 students

• 15 +65 year olds per 100 adult 
workers

• 79 years old life expectancy



Economy

1985
• 2.8 million visitors to national 

parks

• 60,700 travel related jobs

• 8 million SLC airport visitors

• $2 billion spent by tourists

• Value of commercial 
construction: $567 million

• Federal defense spending in 
Utah: $1.6 billion

• Mining jobs: 18,500

• Service related employment: 
105,000 jobs (1980)

2005
• 5.3 million visitors to national 

parks

• 120,000 travel related jobs

• 23 million SLC airport visitors

• $5.4 billion spent by tourists

• Value of commercial 
construction: $1.2 billion

• Federal defense spending in 
Utah: $3.2 billion

• Mining jobs: 7,700

• Service related employment: 
377,000 jobs



Economy continued…

1985
• 20% of adults with a college 

degree (8th nationally)

• 6 bankruptcies per 1,000 
Utah households (U.S. avg 4)

• Average credit card debt 
$2,000* 

• Average credit card debt 
household +65: $1,400*

• Household debt as a percent 
of GDP: 46%*

• Saving 8% of personal income

2005
• 26% of adults with a college 

degree (16th nationally)

• 28 bankruptcies per 1,000 
Utah households (U.S. avg 9)

• Average credit card debt 
$4,100*

• Average credit card debt 
household +65: $4,100*

• Household debt as a percent 
of GDP: 82%*

• Saving 1% of personal income

*National average 



Public Finance, Taxes and Budgets

1985
• $2.5 billion total State budget

• $714 million total municipal 
revenue (1990)

• 7.7% of state budget 
dedicated to Medicaid 

• $144 million state Medicaid 
expenditures

• Income tax burden: $25 per $1,000
of personal income

• Property tax burden: $36 per $1,000
of personal income

• Sales tax burden: $39 per $1,000 of 
personal income

2005
• $9 billion total State budget 

• $1.4 billion total municipal  
revenue (2004)

• 18% of state budget dedicated 
to Medicaid

• $1.6 billion State Medicaid 
expenditures

• Income tax burden: $32 per $1,000
of personal income

• Property tax burden: $25 per $1,000
of personal income

• Sales tax burden: $35 per $1,000 of 
personal income



What will Utah look like in 2025? 

• There will be 1.2 million more Utahns

• Age 65+ will be the fastest growing Utah 
demographic
– Life expectancy will be over 81 years in age

• Dependency ratio will continue to grow

• Job growth will continue in the service sector 
– 300,000 more jobs in health and education services 
– 150,000 more jobs in professional or business 

services 



Policy Questions…

What are the effects of increased population?

What are the service demands of an aging 
demographic? 

What is the trickle down effect of increased  
Medicaid costs? 

What will be the transportation pressures?

How do we preserve open space?  

How do we fund services with a higher dependency 
ratio? 



Is there a disconnect between paying for 
services and benefit? 

Are we living off credit?   

Where do our taxes go?

What do we get for our taxes? 

What kind of community do we want to 
live in? 



Where are our taxes?  



Where does your tax dollar go? 
FOR EVERY TAX DOLLAR SPENT 

57%
Federal Government

23%
State Government

12%
Other;       

County, Special 
Service District, 

Schools

8%
Municipal        

Government



Average Household Tax Burden
Household Income of $40,000



The average Utah household pays 
approximately $600 in Municipal taxes annually.

or $50 a month

What services do YOU get for 
your Municipal taxes?

• Local Streets
• Police Protection
• Planning and Zoning
• Traffic Lights and Signs
• Street Lights
• Cross Walks
• Crossing Guard
• Sidewalks, Curb and Gutter
• Park and Playground 

Equipment
• Golf Course
• Fire Protection

• Library

• Cemetery

• Municipal Court

• Drinking Water

• Garbage Collection

• Sewer System

• Storm Drains

• Transportation

• Paramedic Services

• Electricity

• Etc…



Why should we care? 
Can we anticipate the challenges of 2025? 

How are we going to finance our cities in the                   
21st Century? 
– Growth and demographic changes are inevitable 
– Increased service demand

How is infrastructure development and upkeep going to be 
paid for? 
– Increased property taxes? 
– Private developers? 
– Increased fees? 

How do we create the nexus between payment and benefit for 
municipal services? 

20 years is not that far away…



Thank you. 

Neil Abercrombie
Policy Analyst 
ULCT 
nabercrombie@ulct.org

mailto:nabercrombie@ulct.org
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